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revolution threatens. In answer to my question as to what kind of
revolution he feared, Mr. Matsuoka replied, " political, economic,
and social revolution/' and expressed his feeling that the danger
was by no means past. He then discussed at some length the vacil-
lation and weakness of the former Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Mr, Matsuoka said that now the alliance with Germany and Italy
was consummated and off his mind3 he intends to get to work immedi-
ately and do all that he can to clear up the accumulation of American
complaints which I had presented to him* It had been a sine qua non
of his taking office that he was to direct Japan's foreign relations, and
he says he does not propose to let the military, particularly the hot-
headed younger officers, dictate to him.
In the course of his talk the Minister said that Japan has no in-
tention of driving the interests of other nations out of East Asia, but
welcomes their co-operation in the development of the New Order. I
immediately took him up on this point and said I was delighted to
hear him say what he had. As I had clearly indicated in former talks,
however, the fact of the matter is that many legitimate American
interests built up through generations have already been driven out
of Japan, and that the process goes on apace. Mr. Matsuoka's reply
was, as usual, that as soon as the hostilities in China are terminated
and Chiang Kai-shek is defeated, these questions will be solved.
He also expressed his usual appeal that the United States should
cease giving aid to Chiang. Also, as usual, I repeated the American
position relating to that question.
When I was just about to leave, the Minister earnesly requested me
to urge that my Government impose no further embargoes against
Japan. He said that such embargoes " would not seriously handicap
us " but would intensely anger the Japanese people. He added that
the thought of war between Japan and the United States made him
shudder. (I believe that Mr. Matsuoka is right as to the immediate
effect of such embargoes as contrasted with their long-term effect,)
JAPAN FEARS AMERICAN INITIATIVE
October 9, 1940
For the first time in many weeks I went out to Kasumigaseki to-day
to play in the semi-annual American Club golf tournament, about
seventy minutes from Tokyo, and of course the Foreign Office took
just this occasion to call me back in a hurry. The chancery said
that I would be back by six o'clock, but Ohashi replied that this was
not soon enough—he wanted to see me at once. Fortunately the
message did .not reach me until I stepped off the last green, and even
then I took my time, finally arriving at the Vice-Minister's official
residence at 5.35. There was no reason whatever for hurry, except
that the Foreign Minister clearly had the jitters over the action of
our Government in " ordering " American citizens in the Far East

